By organising classes of this type the children associate with others of their own age in a way in which it would be impossible for them to do had they remained in a normal class. With skilful teaching they are also able to get a longer time among senior scholars than they would otherwise have done.
Previous to the formation of these classes it was not an unknown occurrence for children in the slum districts to leave school never having reached the 3rd standard, and being quite unable to read or write with any facility. The work of these classes is in an experimental stage. Specially trained teachers are required for them as much as for work in the recognised Schools for Defectives.
The classes are helping to deal more satisfactorily with these retarded children, but the problem will remain a large and difficult one until it has been brought to bear upon the half-million children of this type to which the Medical Officer of the Board of Education refers in his report.
